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Spring has sprung, I do believe.  Farmers are in the field and trees are blooming, grass is growing and it is warm.  The best sign of spring is eggs are hatching in the incubator.  We have baby chicks in the house and still more to hatch.  Dolores Kneipkamp called the first part of April and she too has baby chicks in the house.  Yes, spring has definitely sprung.


I did not receive any information on the clubs Articles of Incorporation or any by-laws as I had hoped.   Can I assume there were no by-laws drawn up?  About a year ago, Dolores Kniepkamp gave me a booklet called Ill/MO Bantam Club Directory, year 1964.  At that time, there were three officers, president, vice president, and secretary-treasurer.  There were five directors and 52 members.  That is a large membership.  Mr. John Wunderlich suggested the name of the club be Ill/Mo Bantam Club.  Dues were set at $2 per year and were due the 1st of January.  The clubs first show was a lawn show on June 5, 1955, in Highland, Il.  There were 134 birds in the show.  Judging was done by Mr. Wunderlich, the person who named the club.  The first fall show was on October 20 and 21, 1956.  435 birds were shown.  Mr. Wunderlich was the judge again.  The club bought it’s first cages from Keipper Bantam Coops with club funds and loans from members.  125 coops were bought.  Dolores Kniepkamp became the secretary of the club in 1956 and she just resigned her position in 2011.  For 55 years, Dolores held the office of secretary and later secretary treasurer.  Congratulations Dolores!  What an honor to have served so long. The spring show in 1963 had 529 birds exhibited by 55 exhibitors.  The fall show had 1147 birds with 76 exhibitors.  In 1964, ten years after the first meeting to establish the club, Ill/Mo Bantam Club had 36 members in good standing.   Forty-seven years later, the club now has 20 members and at the fall show, November 6, 2010, had 62 exhibitors.  At this time, I do not know the number of birds exhibited, but there were close to 1000.  From this time on, I will record the number of birds exhibited for the club’s record and report it in the Newsletter following the shows.  Enough on club history.

I have some updates on members with some good news and some sad news.  


Dolores Kniepkamp is out of the hospital and is home.  At this time, she is doing very well and we all hope she stays that way. 


Joe Hoy lost his brother, Ed in March.  Our sympathy to Joe and the Hoy family.


Henry Pollmann, a long time member, passed away April 3, 2011.  Henry and his wife Duckie attended almost all of the club’s shows.  Duckie passed away on December 26, 2010.  Our sympathy to the Pollmann family.


Don Davis’ surgery was postponed until a later date.   

Since the purpose of the club, according to the Articles of Incorporation is to encourage and stimulate the breeding of purebred bantams and to devote itself to and assist its members on the best method of producing winning birds among bantam raisers, I will try to report from winning exhibitors how they achieved their prize bird.   However, I may get information from duck and standard bird exhibitors as well.  
Best days for setting hens and incubators in May are the 15, 16 and 24, 25.  And in June, the best days are 11, 12 and 20 to the 22.  Some other bits of information from the almanac I found interesting are from a chart called ‘Reproductive Process in Farm Animals’.  Chicken breeding season is winter and spring with the age of first breeding at 6 months and it takes 21 days of incubation to get a baby chick.  You all knew that.  A duck’s breeding season is spring and the duck must be 9 to 12 months old to breed.  And, it takes 30 days to hatch duck eggs.  Again, you all knew that too.  
If you have something of interest, please send it to me by snails mail, 11200 Lower Marine Rd. Highland, Il.  62249 or e-mail at dfarms@hometel.com and I will put it in.  Please include a phone number incase I have questions.  

Until next time, Shirley Dietz, editor.

